
The government faces severe 
criticism as it has been re-
vealed they plan to cancel the 
DUB scheme, which was es-
tablished in order to allow un-
accompanied refugee children 
to seek refuge in the United 
Kingdom. The scheme which 
is being scraped just months 
after being established had 
originally planned to take over 
3000 child refugees into the 
country but it is thought that 
only 350 will find sanctuary 
through the scheme. These 
revelations have sparked 
wide spread criticism of the 
decision taken by the govern-
ment. In a written statement 
published by Robert Good-
will, The Minister of State 
for Immigration, he claimed 
that despite the cancellation of 
the scheme the UK will con-
tinue to meet obligations set 
by the Dublin Regulation and 
continue to process claims of 
asylum by refugees when the 
UK is determined to be the re-
sponsible state. Mr Goodwill’s 
statement has attracted the 

criticism of a number of inter-
ested parties. UNICEF have 
responded by stating their dis-
appointment at the UK’s aban-
donment of their commitment 
to help unaccompanied chil-

dren fleeing war torn countries. 
Charity and aid workers across 
Europe have expressed their 
concern at the announcement 
and said it will lead to further 
complications. It is believed 
that around 200 asylum seek-
ing children are sleeping rough 
in woodland areas of Calais in 

sub-zero temperatures. These 
are children that the Dubs 
scheme would have welcomed 
into the United Kingdom and 
are forced to look at alterna-
tive routes into the United 
Kingdom. Experts are con-
cerned that the children are 
now forced to take dangerous 
measures in illegally entering 
the United Kingdom, a spokes
person for Safe Passage a chari
ty that help asylum seeker said 
that scraping the commitment 
is “another example of the 
government’s continual igno-
rance to the right of a refugee”. 
The bulk of the reaction to the 
statement has come from so-
cial media. Owen Jones, au-
thor and columnist, took to 
the site Twitter to say “This is 
British Trumpism. Unaccom-
panied child refugees, at risk 
of being trafficked and abused, 
abandoned by our government. 
Sick.” This view is shared with 
the man responsible for the 
scheme, Lord Dubs who is de-
manding that the government 
stick to their commitment 
and it is believed he will chal-
lenge them on their decision. 

Despite not being a signatory to 
the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty, the United States ex-
erts a strong influence over the 
United Nations plans to nego-

tiate a ban on nuclear weapons 
than any other nation. US Pres-
ident Donald Trump pre-empt-
ed their agreement by propos-
ing to expand the United States 
nuclear arsenal. UN member 
states pushing to ban nuclear 

weapons have found a greater 
impetus to unity and a bigger 
threat following US President 
Donald Trump pre-empted 
their agreement by proposing 
to expand the United States 
nuclear arsenal. In one of their 
final decisions of 2016, the 
UN General Assembly agreed 
to hold a conference in March 
2017 to negotiate a “legally 
binding instrument to prohibit 
nuclear weapons, leading to-
wards their total elimination.” 
123 of the UN’s 193 member 
states supported the General 
Assembly resolution which 
initiated the conference. No-
table votes against the reso-
lution included: France, Ger-
many, Israel, Japan, Russia, 
the United Kingdom and the 
United States. Aside from 
China, which abstained, the 
no votes included all of the 
countries permitted to possess 
nuclear weapons under the 
current UN non-proliferation 
treaty which was adopted in 
1968. The 1968 treaty bans all 
UN member states except Chi-
na, France, Russia, the United 
Kingdom and the United States 
from owning nuclear weapons 

and commits those states to 
eventually eliminating their 
atomic arsenals, pledges that 
have been ignored. Though 
not signatories to the treaty, 
Iraq, North Korea, Iran (and 
unofficially, Israel) have all 
developed nuclear weapons. 
However the resolution – ad-
opted on December 23 – was 
foreshadowed by a tweet by 
President-elect Donald Trump 
on December 22 in which he 
stated: “United States must 
greatly strengthen and expand 
its nuclear capability until 
such time as the world comes 
to its senses regarding nukes”. 
Trump also mentioned that 
dismantling Obama’s long-ne-
gotiated Iran nuclear agree-
ment was his “number one pri-
ority”. Beatrice Fihn, director 
of the International Campaign 
to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
has described these statements 
as ‘nuclear-sabre rattling’ and 
the challenge to implementing 
the treaty as imperative. Chief 
among the issues that would 
comprise a treaty is the Irani-
an nuclear deal, a long-nego-
tiated tool many on the Secu-
rity Council want to protect.
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European leaders should take 
decisive action to address the 
tragic loss of life on the Cen-
tral Mediterranean route and 
the deplorable conditions for 
migrants and refugees in Lib-
ya, urged two major United 
Nations agencies dealing with 
migrants and refugees. “To 
better protect refugees and mi-
grants, we need a strong Eu-
ropean Union that is engaged 
beyond its borders to protect, 
assist and help find solutions 
for people in need,” said the 
Office of the UN High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UN-
HCR) and the International 

Organization for Migration 
(IOM) in a joint statement. 
“This includes building capac-
ity to save lives at sea or on 
land, strengthening the rule of 
law and fighting against crim-
inal networks.” IOM and UN-
HCR launched their appeal on 
the eve of the informal meet-
ing of the European Council 
on Feb. 3 in Valletta, Malta, 
calling for “concerted efforts” 
to ensure that sustainable mi-
gration and asylum systems 
are put in place in Libya, 
when the security and polit-
ical situation permits, and in 
neighbouring countries. They 
also urged a move away from 
migration management based 
on the automatic detention of 
refugees and migrants in “in-
humane” conditions in Libya 
towards the creation of prop-
er reception services. “Open 
reception centres should offer 
safe and dignified conditions, 
including for children and vic-
tims of trafficking, and respect 
key protection safeguards.” 
The two UN bodies expressed 
hope that Valetta’s informal 
summit would also help move 
towards the adoption of a com-

mon approach to migration by 
the European Union. “Con-
crete measures in support of 
the Government of Libya are 
needed to build capacity to reg-
ister new arrivals, support the 
voluntary return of migrants, 
process asylum claims and of-
fer solutions to refugees. This 
should include a significant 
expansion of opportunities for 
safe pathways such as resettle-
ment and humanitarian admis-
sion, among others, to avoid 
dangerous journeys.” IOM 
and UNHCR reminded that in 
Libya, together with partners, 
they have made “tremendous 
efforts to deliver basic protec-
tion to refugees, migrants and 

affected local populations,” 
who in some places are also 
in dire need of assistance. “Se-
curity constraints continue to 
hinder our ability to deliver 
life-saving assistance, pro-
vide basic services to the most 
vulnerable and find solutions 
through resettlement, assisted 
voluntary return or self-reli-
ance. Unhindered humanitari-
an access remains a priority.” 
“We believe that, given the 
current context, it is not appro-
priate to consider Libya a safe 
third country, nor to establish 
extra-territorial processing 
of asylum seekers in North 
Africa,“ IOM and UNHCR 
stated, adding that they hope 
that “humane” solutions can 
be found to end the suffering 
of thousands of migrants and 
refugees in Libya and across 
the region. 2016 was the worst 
year in terms of people perish-
ing while attempting to cross 
the Mediterranean Sea. Ac-
cording to preliminary figures 
from UNHCR, of the 363,348 
people who crossed the sea, 
5,079 people –almost 1 in 72 
– were lost (died or missing).
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